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Upcoming Events

Words and Music
Jazz Behind the Wa!s
Poetry and prose readings by 

Rina Terry
Sandi Pointe Coastal Bistro

November 7, 7 p.m.

Fall Concert
Paula Johns

A Tribute to E!a
Sandi Pointe Coastal Bistro

November 16, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Somers Point Jazz Society
P. O. Box 329 
Somers Point, NJ 08244
609-927-6677
www.spjazz.org

Quarter Notes

The Sandi Pointe Story 
How Jazz Came to A Venerable South Jersey Restaurant

Jazz Education – A Very Important Part of Our Mission

by Dan Anderson 
Sandi and I left a Trenton 

courtroom on August 6, 2009 and 
drove straight to Somers Point to 
begin the next leg in our lifelong  
journey together. The Rams Head 
Inn in Galloway NJ had been our 
home for 26 years and after 
months of litigation, negotiations 
and many sleepless nights we were 
on our way to take over an iconic 
location that had been at the 
Jersey Shore for nearly 90 years.  

Mac’s, as it had been named, 
had been through a few rough 
years, and we were on a mission to 

turn this bankrupt restaurant into 
our new home. When we first 
walked in the front doors we 
could not help feeling like a dog 
chasing a car. We chased it, but 
what do we do now that we 
caught it!

Mac’s was not only bankrupt 
financially, but community 
relationships were bankrupt as 
well. Food and beverage is 
obviously a major concern when 
opening a restaurant, but we were 
very conscious of the fact that we 
had to heal these relationships
and become part of the local 
           Continued on Page 2

“The audience is spell bound 
as the band fills the room with 
musical energy. The impact is 
immediate with students in awe of 
these professional musicians.” 

Joe Jacobs, instrumental music 
teacher and band director, 

describes the scene at the Ventnor 
Jazz Festival as the Ed Vezinho/
Jim Ward Big Band takes the 
stage. He adds, “The students can 
relate to this music because it is 
being played on the same 

instruments that they are 
learning.”

The Ventnor Jazz Festival was 
just one of the Educational 
Initiatives we under took in 2012. 
Under the leadership of 

Continued on Page 3
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 The Sandi Pointe Story "om Page 1
community. With so many family 
owned restaurants that have been 
in Somers Point for generations 
we knew this was no easy task. We 
knew this would be a long, slow 
and steady process as we wanted 
people to know we were investing 
not only in ourselves but in the 
neighborhood. We did not want to 
be another flash in the pan and 
gone after one summer. 

Another facet of our mission 
was to incorporate live music. At 
the time we did not know what 
type of music we wanted and so 
we left our options open. Very 
soon after we had taken over, a 
gentleman by the name of Nick 
Regine approached us and 
mentioned that there were a few 
jazz concerts that the previous 
owners had committed to and 
inquired if we were still interested 
in hosting these events for The 
Somers Point Jazz Society.  We 
were under the impression this 
was a rock and roll town. First of 
all we jumped at the chance to get 
anyone in the front door. Secondly, 
quite frankly, I did not expect 
much from this merry band of 
musicians, expecting only  a few 
aging hippies with berets clicking 
their fingers for applause, running 
our servers for coffee and water 
with lemon, but  at least we were 
getting people to see that 
something new was happening at 
Mac’s.

After the first concert we were 
completely surprised not only by 
the turnout but also because we 
were blown away by the quality of 
music we heard. I had met many 
of the musicians previously when 
they played wedding bands “to pay 
the rent”. We then knew we had 

found our niche. Somers Point 
Jazz Society had the music and 
players needed the work and 
exposure. We had the room and 
also needed the exposure. It 
appeared fate was leading the way.  
And no berets!

Building relationships to grow 
in our personal and business lives 
is a great part of what we all need 
to do daily. The relationship with 
SPJS has been outstanding, and I 
hope they feel that Sandi Point is 
their adopted headquarters.  In 
the three short years we have been 
here there has been a steady 
growth of attendees not only for 
the Festivals but also for the 
special events and weekly events 
at Sandi Pointe. We have watched 
Tim Lekan’s Winter Tuesday Jazz 
Series and his Thursday Jazz Jam 
in the summer grow from 2 
attendees at his first gig to a 
consistent 30 – 50 people in the 
audience. As he grows, the word 
spreads among musicians, and he 
is able to attract more talented 
performers as they realize how 
exciting the growth of Jazz in 
South Jersey is. The new Yamaha 
baby grand he purchased doesn’t 
hurt either!  

Once again about a year after 
we took over, Nick introduced me 
to two men named Ed Vezinho 
and Jim Ward and mentioned they 
had a 16 piece band that was 
currently playing “under a bridge 
in AC” and needed a steady gig. 
This was one more piece of pasta 
that we flung to the wall to see if it 
would stick! As you may know Big 
Band hit the ground running and 
never looked back. As one of the 
most successful events we do at 
Sandi Pointe, Big Band is a 
tradition we will keep as long as 
they can play. Big Band causes a 

buzz and brings a different type of 
jazz listener; it has been wonderful 
in spreading the word that Sandi 
Point has these different venues 
and is becoming a live music 
destination. 

Our relationship with Michael 
Pedicin has been another 
successful venture. Michael often 
used our Loft to warm up before 
gigs when he played at Sandi 
Pointe. He eventually fell in love 
with the room, and for two 
summers we created a Club 
Harlem type of setting with 
Michael playing covers as well as 
his original tunes. After seeing the 
success of his CD “Ba!ads"…
Searching for Peace”,  he decided to 
record this music live in the Loft.  
When “Live @ The Lo#” was 
released Mike went on a 
nationwide tour to promote the 
CD to great reviews. Sandi Pointe 
soon found itself mentioned 
nationally alongside names like 
Chris’ Jazz Café in Philadelphia, 
Yoshi’s  in San Francisco and the 
famous Birdland of New York 
City. We are not sure what this 15 
minutes of internet fame will bring 
to Sandi Pointe, but it surely is a 
validation that we are moving in 
the right direction in bringing 
recognition not only to Sandi 
Pointe but also to SPJS and to the 
work that is being done to keep 
this music a vibrant part of our 
culture in South Jersey.

I would be remiss if I didn’t 
mention the too short relationship 
we had with George Mesterhazy. 
George played his last gig at Sandi 
Pointe on April 12, 2012 with The 
Tom Angello Trio and we were 
honored not only to listen to 
George play, but to have his work 
kept alive with the live recording
           Continued on Page 3
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 at Sandi Pointe with Joe Barrett. 
This CD, “Memories of You” is 

still my “go to” CD each night 
when I drive home.

There is barely a concert that 
goes by at Sandi Pointe that 
someone doesn’t pull me aside to 
thank us for all we have done for 
the Jazz Society in regards to 
hosting these great events. Sandi 
and I feel we should be thanking 
all of you for helping us in getting 

this old ship upright and sailing 
forward again.  As we do move 
forward I think our bond will 
become stronger as we try 
different events and gradually 
bring in other nationally known 
jazz artists to play at Sandi 
Pointe.We couldn’t be more 
pleased with our relationship with 
SPJS and with the many new 
friends we have made and those 
we haven’t met yet. 

Dr. Michael Pedicin, Educational 
Chairperson, and through the 
support and partnership of area 
businesses and institutions, we 
educated and exposed area 
students and adults to many 
different aspects of jazz. 

We have made a strong 
commitment to education. 
We believe that jazz needs to 
be a key component of our 
society’s activities each year. 
We realize that jazz 
education opportunities are 
not easy to come by and that 
we need to take a leadership 
role to insure that at least in 
South Jersey there is an on-
going commitment to this 
undertaking.

We received partnership 
grants that allowed us to 
dramatically expand our 
educational offerings. Ocean City 
Home Bank, Ocean City Free 
Public Library, Enroute Computer 
Solutions, Jacobs Music and 
Atlantic City Instrument Rental, 
Godfrey Funeral Home, and 
Richard Stockton College of New 
Jersey all joined us in supporting a 
variety of programs during the 
year.

We offered student assembly 
programs to schools in Northfield, 
Linwood, Upper Township, 
Margate and other area 

elementary schools. These 
programs introduced young 
students to jazz through a 
combination of performance and 
discussion. In the programs 
musicians give a brief explanation 
and demonstration of the role of 
their respective instruments in a 
jazz group. Musicians also discuss 
the practice and dedication that it 
takes to develop proficiency on a 

musical instrument, as well as the 
joy that is experienced in this 
process. At various times in the 
program, students are invited to 

participate by singing, 
clapping and/or moving 
(dancing) to the music being 
performed.
We offered a daylong student 
workshop to area high 
schools that involved 
comprehensive educational 
sessions, introducing 
students to the basics of 
improvisation, as well as the 
instrumental techniques 
necessary to play in a jazz 
setting. Professional jazz 
musicians served as clinicians 
providing students with 
individual and group 

instruction. This activity 
culminated in a performance by 

both the clinicians and the 
students. Participating high 
schools included, Mainland, 
Ocean City, Egg Harbor Township 
and St. Augustine’s

In April, in cooperation with 
the Richard Stockton State 
College of New Jersey, we

Continued on Page 4

Jazz@ The Point 2012
at Sandi Pointe

Jazz Education (continued "om Page 1)

Sandi Pointe (continued "om Page 3)

Ken Fowser demonstrating techniques
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offered over 400 students to 
experience a jazz performance and 
lecture at Stockton Performing Arts 
Center.

Knowing that education is life long, 
we partnered with the Ocean City Free 
Public Library to offer a free lecture 
and jazz appreciation series open to 
people of all ages. The programs 
combine lecture, discussion and 
performance. Three 3-part series were 
offered during 2012 along with a 6-part 
series featuring a discussion on the 
history of jazz. Each series featured a 
different aspect of jazz, including jazz 
icons, women in jazz, the changing 
sound of jazz throughout the years, and 
more.

We will continue our commitment 
to jazz education in 2013 by offering 
similar programs that bring jazz 
education to the our region.

Words and Music
Jazz Behind the Walls

Poetry and prose readings 
by Rina Terry

Poet and writer Rina 
Terry will be reading original 
works from her “prison poem 
series” as well as other 
selected jazz themed works, 
accompanied by an inventive 
jazz trio, featuring

Jon Pruitt - piano
Andy Lalasis - bass
Tom Angello - drums

 
Read about Rina Terry: 

www.leafscape.org/press1/
v6n1/jazzlit.html

 
Wednesday, 

November 7, 7 p.m.

Sandi Pointe 
Coastal Bistro

908 Shore Road
Somers Point
 609-927-2300

 
FREE Admission - Donations 

accepted and appreciated

The Right Notes
Somers Point Jazz Society 

and the National MS Society 
were the benefiting 
organizations at a wine tasting 
fundraiser on October 11, at 
Greate Bay Country Club.

 Passion Vines hosted the 
evening which included over 
50 top scoring wines (and six 
beers) from around the globe.  

The program featured a 
performance by the Michael 
Pedicin Quintet featuring Bob 
Ferguson, Bob Shomo, Andy 
Lalasis, and Jon Pruitt. 

After listening to some 
favorite jazz pieces, the 
attendees enjoyed the wine 
tasting along with cheese 

Jazz Education (continued "om Page 3)

from DiBruno Brothers and 
other gourmet appetizers.

The program was the idea 
of Nick Regine, President of 
Somers Point Jazz, and 
Michael Bray, of Passion Vines.

 

SP Jazz 
Fall Concert 

featuring
Paula Johns
'A Tribute to 

Ella Fitzgerald'
www.paulajohns.com

 
Friday, November 16,  

7:30 - 9 PM
 Doors open at 6:30

$20 Admission
Fu! dinner menu and 

cash bar available
For reservations call 

609-927-2300

http://www.leafscape.org/press1/v6n1/jazzlit.html
http://www.leafscape.org/press1/v6n1/jazzlit.html
http://www.leafscape.org/press1/v6n1/jazzlit.html
http://www.leafscape.org/press1/v6n1/jazzlit.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1022165728&msgid=1701778&act=H3EC&c=394238&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.paulajohns.com%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1022165728&msgid=1701778&act=H3EC&c=394238&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.paulajohns.com%2F

